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A DOCUMENTARY ABOUT LIFE AFTER AIDS
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“There was an influx of HIV positive men from across the state,
From across the country, who came here to die...
| came here with the express intent to live.”

#Life AfterAids

Twitter - @desertmigration / Instagram - @desertmigration
Facebook - Facebook.com/DesertMigration / IMDB - imdb.com/title/tt3258058/
Youtube: Desert Migration / Website - www.DesertMigrationMovie.com
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ENDORS

“The story that Desert Migration weaves is universal to the human experience. Living
well and living happily with HIV- or any significant challenge - takes courage,
compassion, community and hope. Desert Migration is a trip to the heart”

David Riddell, Chief Executive Office, Bobby Goldsmith Foundation

"Desert Migration is a must see. It tells very personal stories that AIDS isnt over, even
with the amazing progress in treatment. More important, it strikes a blow against the
stigma that shackles many who live with HIV.”

John Hassell, Washington DC Regional Director, AIDS Healthcare Foundation

"Desert Migration is a window into a world never seen before. The profound stories of
these men is the essence of the hero’s journey. It is a tale of resilience, resolution and,
ultimately, redemption. It is a film everyone needs to see. Those who also lived
through those early years of the AIDS epidemic will find themselves reflected back and
those too young to know the horror of the AIDS epidemic will see what it means to
wrest with an unexpected life”

Tez Anderson, Let's Kick ASS - AIDS Survivor Syndrome

"Desert Migration sends a powerful message about the resilience of long term
survivors living with HIV/AIDs. These are intimate personal stories told by those who
are facing the daily challenges of this debilitating disease. A unique viewing
experience”

Kim Stacey, Executive Director, Mclaren Housing Society of BC

“The combination of expansive cinematography and a meditative original soundtrack
creates an immersive experience that is deeply affecting and lingers in the mind long
after the film has ended”

Jo Vabolis, In Daily
(1 )



NATTONA

THE DESERT MIGRATION COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROJECT is a multi-media advocacy and film
engagement endeavor that seeks to expand public awareness of HIV/AIDS, aging with the virus and
empower long-term survivors who have been adversely impacted by it. The mission of the project is
to create better understanding and compassion about HIV/AIDS, and help dispel stigma around
HIV/AIDS while empowering individuals to lead proactive lives.

To coincide with the 35th anniversary of the first diagnosed AIDS cases, and National HIV/AIDS Long-
Term Survivor Awareness Day on June 5th, Desert Migration will be launched in a limited theatrical run
in key US cities, in addition to making the film available to organizations and community groups across
the globe to host their own events.

This project will create a robust network of community minded companies, non-profit organizations,
educational institutions, foundations and community leaders to unleash the film'’s incredible potential to
support public conversations about HIV/AIDS and aging.

Our vision is to bring communities together to create a more clearly drawn understanding of the
emotional and psychological costs of healthcare and aging with HIV/AIDS as well as to share resources
and knowledge. A key goal is to support more effective coalition building among the various stakeholder
groups affected by HIV/AIDS.

By aligning closely with national and local nonprofits that do critical work in key areas of HIV/AIDS, aging
and long-term survivors, THE DESERT MIGRATION PROJECT will look to dispel the myths and stigma
around HIV/AIDS.

Interested in arranging a screening in your local community?
Contact Producer Marc Smolowitz

marcsmolowitz@gmail.com | films@13thgenfilm.com

A screening of Desert Migration creates a fantastic opportunity to hold a convening event where long
term survivors can share their stories about living long-term with HIV, examine the persistent PTSD that
comes with 35 years of the epidemic, and offer up resources and personal information on what has been
successful for them in coping with the virus. This public sharing of knowledge and experience is vital for
combating the isolation that is exacerbated in the aging HIV positive community, and the stigma those
living with HIV still face.

The film has been successfully used to create educational and cathartic discussions for participants
across the world, including the series of events World AIDS Day 2015, which included screenings in
Sydney, Vancouver, Copenhagen, and Washington DC, made possible by LGBT organizations working in
partnership with film festivals and HIV Healthcare groups. We hope to keep this series of events going
long into 2016.



Short Sgnops

Saved by the introduction of protease inhibitors in the mid-1990s, many HIV positive
men needed to rebuild the lives they thought they'd never be able to live. In an effort
to make peace with the virus inside them, some migrated to California's Palm Springs
in the hope of finding a healing desert oasis. But is this environment, with its tolerant
population and constant sunshine, enough to heal their shattered bodies and dispel
their lingering grief?

Fulbynopsis

More than half the people living with HIV/AIDS in the United States are over 50 years
of age. Those people, whose lives were saved by antiretroviral therapies, are dealing
with a barrage of new problems as their ageing bodies struggle to maintain the upper

hand against the virus, accompanied |



