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In May of 2022 New Zealand’s most iconic
serialised drama Shortland Street turned 30.
Produced by us, here at South Pacific Pictures
(SPP) for the entirety of that time, we often

talk about the impact the series has had -
culturally, economically and as a training ground
for the wider New Zealand television and film
industry. We know it's contribution to Aotearoa
New Zealand has been vast, but just how vast?
There has never been an independent study on
the impact of Shortland Street - until now.

The following report ‘Study on the Cultural &
Economic Impact of Shortland Street 1992-2022
was commissioned by SPP at the 30-year
milestone of the show. International creative
industries consultancy Olsberg SPI, who
specialise in the global screen sector and who
recently completed a report on the economic
impact of the New Zealand Screen Sector,
produced the study as a way to consolidate the
anecdotal chat of the past 30 years and
highlight Shortland Street’s achievements.

Olsberg SPI's findings show that without any
doubt Shortland Street has provided the
template for screen production in New Zealand.

From NZD$227 million in direct economic output
over the last decade, to some of the most talked
about ‘water cooler’ moments on NZ television,
through to creating the infrastructure on which
many other NZ productions are based, the
results outlined in the report clearly support how
important this production is to New Zealand -
economically, culturally, and creatively.

The acting alumni of New Zealand - from
Temuera Morrison through to KJ Apa and
Thomasin McKenzie - have all been through the
Shortland Street machine. They now command
international acclaim for their performances in
Hollywood Blockbusters and often bring the
production of international content back to be
shot here in NZ.

All of this achieved 5 days a week, 49 weeks of
the year for 30 years. To all those that have
passed through her hospital doors and all those
who have watched through our partner TVNZ
and beyond, we thank you for your service and
loyalty.

Here's to the next 30 - we're certainly not in
Guatemala now.

Kelly Martin
Chief Executive Officer

Andrew Szusterman
Managing Director

















https://chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+New+Zealand+Screen+Production+Sector+-+Final+2022-07-06.pdf
https://chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+New+Zealand+Screen+Production+Sector+-+Final+2022-07-06.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the















https://screenguild.co.nz/resources/Documents/NZTECHO%20Archive/NZTECHO%2053%20WINTER%202012.pdf
https://screenguild.co.nz/resources/Documents/NZTECHO%20Archive/NZTECHO%2053%20WINTER%202012.pdf
https://screenguild.co.nz/resources/Documents/NZTECHO%20Archive/NZTECHO%2053%20WINTER%202012.pdf









https://www.aucklandnz.com/film/news/celebrating-30-years-shortland-street
https://www.aucklandnz.com/film/news/celebrating-30-years-shortland-street
https://thebigidea.nz/stories/inside-shortland-street
https://thebigidea.nz/stories/inside-shortland-street









https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/361626/women%0A-behind-the-camera-there-is-a-real-push-for-it
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/361626/women-behind-the-camera-there-is-a-real-push-for-it%20%20%00



https://www.deganz.co.nz/director-ghazaleh-golbakhsh-how-i-got-started-in-the-industry/
ttps://www.deganz.co.nz/director-ghazaleh-golbakhsh-how-i-got-started-in-the-industry/
ttps://www.deganz.co.nz/director-ghazaleh-golbakhsh-how-i-got-started-in-the-industry/






https://www.nztvawards.co.nz/_files/ugd/53460c_e50fdad7ccb442cc9149948f8ff24464.pdf
https://www.nztvawards.co.nz/_files/ugd/53460c_e50fdad7ccb442cc9149948f8ff24464.pdf%20%20%20%00












https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+New+Zealand+Screen+Production+Sector+-+Final+2022-07-06.pdf,
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+New+Zealand+Screen+Production+Sector+-+Final+2022-07-06.pdf,
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+



https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590%0Dthose%20working%20on%20Shortland%20Street%20and%20its%20supplying%20spending%20wages%20within%20the%20economy.%0DFigure%2010%20-%20Total%20Output%20Supported%20by%20Production%202011/12%20and%202021/22%20((NZD$%20million,%20real)14%0DSource:%20SPI%20Analysis%0Db6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+New+Zealand+Screen+Production+Sector+-+Final+2022-07-06.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+%202
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+%202
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+%202















https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+New+Zealand+Screen+Production+Sector+-+Final+2022-07-06.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+%203
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+%203
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+%203
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+%203
http://Who%20is%20the%20mhttps://thespinoff.co.nz/pop-culture/26-05-2022/who-is-the-most-successful-shortland-street-alumnus-of-all-timeost%20successful%20Shortland%20Street%20alumnus%20of%20all%20time?
https://thespinoff.co.nz/pop-culture/26-05-2022/who-is-the-most-successful-shortland-street-alumnus-of-all-time
https://thespinoff.co.nz/pop-culture/26-05-2022/who-is-the-most-successful-shortland-street-alumnus-of-all-time






http://radio/116172553/shortland-street-long-queue-thousands-of-fans-line-up-for-studio-open-day









https://www.nowtolove.co.nz/celebrity/tv/shortland-streets-25-most-memorable-characters-32549
https://www.nowtolove.co.nz/celebrity/tv/shortland-streets-25-most-memorable-characters-32549
https://www.nowtolove.co.nz/celebrity/tv/shortland-streets-25-most-memorable-characters-32549
https://www.nowtolove.co.nz/celebrity/tv/shortland-streets-25-most-memorable-characters-32549






https://www.stuff.co.nz/entertainment/tv-radio/108424980/being-marj-a-shortland-street-family-bond
https://www.stuff.co.nz/entertainment/tv-radio/108424980/being-marj-a-shortland-street-family-bond%20%20%00
https://www.stuff.co.nz/entertainment/tv-radio/108424980/being-marj-a-shortland-street-family-bond%20%20%00



https://www.stuff.co.nz/pou-tiaki/300674297/how-te-reo-mori-is-becoming-a-normalised-aspect-of-popular-culture-and-why-it-matters
https://www.stuff.co.nz/pou-tiaki/300674297/how-te-reo-mori-is-becoming-a-normalised-aspect-of-popular-culture-and-why-it-matter
https://www.stuff.co.nz/pou-tiaki/300674297/how-te-reo-mori-is-becoming-a-normalised-aspect-of-popular-culture-and-why-it-matter
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/our-work/campaigns/1994-same-sex-kiss-%20between-two-women-brookside-builds-first-kiss-between-two-m
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/our-work/campaigns/1994-same-sex-kiss-%20between-two-women-brookside-builds-first-kiss-between-two-m



https://www.nzonscreen.com/title/tash-keddy-on-crashing-into-shortland-st-2017/background
https://www.nzonscreen.com/title/tash-keddy-on-crashing-into-shortland-st-2017/background%20%20%00
https://www.nzonscreen.com/title/tash-keddy-on-crashing-into-shortland-st-2017/background%20%20%00






https://www.nationalmssociety.org/About-the-Society/News/Updated-Atlas-of-MS-Shows-Over-2-8-million-People
https://www.nationalmssociety.org/About-the-Society/News/Updated-Atlas-of-MS-Shows-Over-2-8-million-People
https://www.nationalmssociety.org/About-the-Society/News/Updated-Atlas-of-MS-Shows-Over-2-8-million-People
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/shortland-street-ratings-uncovered-the-stories-that-gripped-new-zealand/PEXEXU7QSYEZOTBQUPFGOHW5TQ/#:~:text=On%20average%2C%20344%2C000%20viewers%20(25,highest%20rating%20period%20on%20record.
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/shortland-street-ratings-uncovered-the-stories-that-gripped-new-zealand/PEXEXU7QSYEZOTBQUPFGOHW5TQ/#:~:text=On%20average%2C%20344%2C000%20viewers%20
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/shortland-street-ratings-uncovered-the-stories-that-gripped-new-zealand/PEXEXU7QSYEZOTBQUPFGOHW5TQ/#:~:text=On%20average%2C%20344%2C000%20viewers%20
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/shortland-street-ratings-uncovered-the-stories-that-gripped-new-zealand/PEXEXU7QSYEZOTBQUPFGOHW5TQ/#:~:text=On%20average%2C%20344%2C000%20viewers%20
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/shortland-street-ratings-uncovered-the-stories-that-gripped-new-zealand/PEXEXU7QSYEZOTBQUPFGOHW5TQ/#:~:text=On%20average%2C%20344%2C000%20viewers%20






https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+New+Zealand+Screen+Production+Sector+-+Final+2022-07-06.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+New+Zealand+Screen+Production+Sector+-+Final+2022-07-06.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+New+Zealand+Screen+Production+Sector+-+Final+2022-07-06.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+New+Zealand+Screen+Production+Sector+-+Final+2022-07-06.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/62c8590b6beb8c39f01b495e/1657297165157/Economic+Impact+of+the+New+Zealand+Screen+Production+Sector+-+Final+2022-07-06.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/60282e72c467c7682a04eff2/1613246069222/Olsberg-SPI-Analysis-of-the-Audiovisual-Sector-in-the-Republic-of-Ireland.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/60282e72c467c7682a04eff2/1613246069222/Olsberg-SPI-Analysis-of
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/60282e72c467c7682a04eff2/1613246069222/Olsberg-SPI-Analysis-of
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/60282e72c467c7682a04eff2/1613246069222/Olsberg-SPI-Analysis-of
https://nmfilm.com/assets/uploads/migrated/2021/11/NMFO_EconomicImpactStudy_NMFilmProductionIncentiveProgram_2021.pdf
https://nmfilm.com/assets/uploads/migrated/2021/11/NMFO_EconomicImpactStudy_NMFilmProductionIncentiveProgram_2021.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/63ea2c40edf4bc1e3b498576/1676291153210/ANZSA+Final+Report+February+2023.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/63ea2c40edf4bc1e3b498576/1676291153210/ANZSA+Final+Report+February+2023.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/63ea2c40edf4bc1e3b498576/1676291153210/ANZSA+Final+Report+February+2023.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/63ea2c40edf4bc1e3b498576/1676291153210/ANZSA+Final+Report+February+2023.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/63ea2c40edf4bc1e3b498576/1676291153210/ANZSA+Final+Report+February+2023.pdf









http://www.o-spi.com
https://chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/633ab10a93a8506e4a18fa9e/1664790826523/Olsberg-SPI+Brochure+-+October+2022.pdf
https://chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f7708077cf66e15c7de89ee/t/633ab10a93a8506e4a18fa9e/1664790826523/Olsberg-SPI+Brochure+-+October+2022.pdf
mailto:emm@o-spi.com




	1.1. Overview 
	1.2. Cast, Crew and Workforce Development
	1.3. The Economic and Industry Impacts of Shortland Street
	1.4. Social and Cultural Impact 
	SECTION 2  
	2. CAST, CREW AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
	2.1. Snapshot of Current Context: New Zealand Workforce 
	2.2. Shortland Street’s Reach:  Cast and Crew Mapping 
	2.3. Workforce Training and Skills Development  
	2.4. Representative in the Workforce   
	DIRECTORS TRAINING PROGRAMME
	2.5. Workforce Best Practices 
	2.8. Shortland Street Alumni  
	SECTION 3 
	3.  ECONOMIC AND  INDUSTRY IMPACT
	3.1.  Method and Overview 
	3.1.1 Expenditure and Output  
	3.2. Shortland Street’s  Economic  Impact in New Zealand 
	3.2.2 GVA 
	3.2.3 Jobs  
	3.2.4 Tax 
	3.2.5  Supporting Other Development 
	CASE STUDY  OPEN DAY 2019 
	SECTION 4 
	4.  SOCIAL AND  CULTURAL IMPACTS
	4.1 Overview 
	4.2.  Uniquely New Zealand Stories  
	4.3. Te Wiki o te Reo Māori  
	4.4. Sexuality and Identity 
	CASE STUDY  BLUE NATHAN
	4.5. Physical and Mental Health  
	5. APPENDIX 1  ECONOMIC IMPACT METHODOLOGY 
	6. APPENDIX 2 – ABOUT OLSBERG•SPI  

