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DYING To KNOW

BIOS
THE CAST

TIMOTHY LEARY

In the early 1960s Harvard psychology professors Timothy Leary and Richard
Alpert began probing the edges of consciousness through their experiments with
psychedelics. Leary became the LSD guru, challenging convention, questioning
authority and as a result spawned a global counter culture movement landing in
prison after Nixon called him “the most dangerous man in America”.

RAM DASS

Ram Dass (born Richard Alpert, April 6, 1931) is an American contemporary
spiritual teacher and the author of the seminal 1971 book ‘Be Here Now’.

DR. ANDREW WEIL

Dr. Andrew Weil is a physician, author, professor and one of the world’s
preeminent media celebrities in the field of medicine and personal growth. He is a
long-time advocate for both Western medicine and alternative therapies. Dr. Weil
graduated from Harvard University where he was also an undergraduate reporter
for the Harvard Crimson. His investigative journalism led to Leary & Alpert’s
dismissal from Harvard and the unraveling of their University studies in the use of
psychoactive drugs for medical research and treatments.

HUSTON SMITH

Smith’s book “The World’s Religions” has sold over two million copies and
remains a popular introduction to comparative religion. Smith, through his



friendship with Aldous Huxley, met Leary and Alpert and others at the Center for
Personality Research at Harvard. There, Smith was one of the active participants
in Leary and Alpert’s early experiments, particularly “the Good Friday
Experiment.” He termed the experiments “empirical metaphysics. His book,
“Cleansing the Doors of Perception,” describes his experiences. Smith has both
studied and practiced Christianity, mysticism, Vedanta, Zen Buddhism and Sufi
Islam.

ROSHI JOAN HALIFAX

Joan Jiko Halifax is an American Zen Buddhist roshi, anthropologist, ecologist,
civil rights activist, hospice caregiver, and the author of several books on
Buddhism and spirituality. She currently serves as abbot and guiding teacher of
Upaya Zen Center in Santa Fe, New Mexico, a Zen Peacemaker community which
she founded in 1990.

RALPH METZNER

A German psychologist whose work includes extensive participation and
collaboration with Leary and Alpert while at Harvard and after. Metzner continues
his involvement in consciousness research. He is the cofounder and President of
the Green Earth Foundation, a non-profit educational organization devoted

to healing and harmonizing the relationship between humans and the Earth.

JOANNA HARCOURT-SMITH

Joanna was Timothy Leary’s fourth wife however never legally married. She
shared what was probably the most difficult period of his life. After meeting Leary
in Europe while he was a fugitive, the couple went to Afghanistan, where they
were arrested and sent to California — a foreign place where she had never

been. She advocated long for Leary’s release from prison and witnesses his
mistreatment there. After almost four years ot Leary’s imprisonment and turning
State’s evidence, she accompanied Leary into the Federal Witness Protection plan
in New Mexico.



LAMA TSULTRIM ALLIONE

Allione is an author and teacher who has studied in the Tibetan Buddhist lineage.
She was born in 1947 in Maine, in the United States, and given the name Joan
Rousmaniere Ewing. She first travelled to India and Nepal in 1967, returned in
1969 and in 1970 she became one of the first American women to be ordained as a
Tibetan nun. She was given her vows by the Karmapa, from the Karma Kagyu
school of Tibetan Buddhism, who gave her the name Karma Tsultrim Chodron.

JOHN PERRY BARLOW

Barlow is a multi-talented poet, essayist and retired rancher from Wyoming.
Known to many as a cyberlibertarian political activist, Barlow is most popularly
recognized for him many song lyrics written for the rock band, the Grateful Dead.
He has recently been a Fellow at Harvard University’s Berkman School

for Internet and Society. Barlow and Dead musician friend Bob Weir were frequent
visitors to Tim Leary’s Millbrook estate. Barlow founded the Electronic Frontier
Foundation to actively advocate for digital rights and internet freedom.

PEGGY HITCHCOCK

As an intimate friend to both Leary and Alpert, Peggy was instrumental in
establishing a communal living and research community in Millbrook, NY once
Leary and Alpert left Harvard. Peggy convinced her brothers to allow the two
professors to live and conduct their unfettered and continued research into the
effect of psychedelic substances on the personalities of willing participants.

ZACH LEARY

Zach is a seasoned digital marketer, blogger and is working on a new podcast. He
is also a practitioner of bhakti yoga as taught by his guru Neem Karoli Baba.
Through the practice of kirtan he has found keys that unlock doorways that allow
the soul to experience it’s true nature of being eternal, full of knowledge and full of
bliss. In addition to bhakti yoga, Zach has been influenced by many different



methods and traditions ranging from trans-humanism and hatha yoga to buddhism
and clinical psychology. But above all he believes first and foremost in his gurus
teaching that “love is the strongest medicine." You can visit his website at
zachleary.com

The Team

GAY DILLINGHAM
PRODUCER/ DIRECTOR

Gay has consistently juggled her parallel passions for the environment, public
policy and communication through film all in an effort to deepen our human
experience and success while on this marvelous planet.

She was born in 1965 to a ranching, entrepreneurial family in Oklahoma, lived
mostly under the open skies of the West including Santa Fe New Mexico for the
past 25 years.

Gay started making documentary films out of college in the late 80s. Her first, The
WIP Trail, narrated by Robert Redford, cast a critical eye at our nation’s first and
still world’s only underground nuclear waste repository. It became a community
organizing tool and aired on PBS nationally followed by a panel discussion. My
Body Belongs to Me, a children’s pro-active educational program on sexual abuse,
earned the American Film Festival award for “Guidance & Values Education”. Her
company co-produced Dr. Andrew Weil’s first PBS programs in the mid 90s.

Gay then co-founded and managed two environmental technology companies:
Earthstone International and Growstone. Under the Richardson Administration she
served eight years on the EIB, a regulatory board in charge of environmental
management and consumer protection for the State of New Mexico. Under her
tenure the EIB spear-headed the passage of the most comprehensive regulations on
greenhouse gases in the country.

She was one of only four Americans who joined Governor Richardson as his
energy advisor on a private mission to North Korea in December 2010. Many


http://zachleary.com

believe this small delegation helped avert what likely could have ended in armed
conflict /war.

Today, she is again concentrating her passion to inform and enlighten through her
film company CNS Communications, LLC. The project, Dying to Know has been a
labor of love she has cultivated on and off for 17 years; footage so compelling is
was haunting her to finish. She is grateful to be back to her life’s passion making

films & telling meaningful stories.
UsS

MICHAEL DONNELLY
CO-PRODUCER

A film industry veteran producer and post-production specialist Michael’s career
spans the domestic theatrical, independent and Latin American filmmaking
industries at all budget. Over the decades he has always kept a keen eye out for
great films with positive commercial potential that equally entertain and enlighten.
His view is informed by executive terms with CFI and Technicolor, a history in
theatrical distribution, innovative film exhibition and curatorial film work at
UCLA. Fortunate to have worked with some the best theatrical filmmakers of our
time, Michael is most proud of his contributions to film preservation, festival
programming and international cinema foundations. His personal projects have
screened at festivals such as Cannes, Telluride, Sundance, New York, Toronto and
San Sebastian.

Always a supporter of independent film, as the Associate Producer of Dying to
Know, Michael found another opportunity to apply his creative, technical and
management skills to a great team and important project in the New Mexico film
community. The opportunity broadens his experience in the feature documentary
field, where over the years, he has supported the production and distribution for
various documentaries including: Imagine the Sound, Poetry in Motion; The King
of Prussia; Underground; Cover-up: Behind the Iran Contra Affair; The Panama
Deception; The Buena Vista Social Club and The Unheard Music.

Michael is a New Mexico filmmaker and photographer and partner in the digital

consulting and educational company, Fahrenheit 444, LLC.
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DAVID LEACH



FILM EDITOR/ NARRATION WRITER

David Leach has been editing films for over 35 years. From 1971 to 1994, he cut
commercials, documentaries and dramatic television series in Toronto, Canada,
working in both 16mm and 35mm. He was Supervising Editor of TV drama series,
and producer/director of several short films.

Since moving to Santa Fe, New Mexico in 1991, he has edited numerous episodes
of television documentary series for TBS, TLC, National Geographic, Discovery,
PBS and Hallmark, and has also edited several independent feature-length
documentaries.

Dillingham chose David for his professional talent and keen sense of long form
storytelling. He was a welcome inspiration to this complex narrative. Working side
by side over the years Gay & David formed a productive, respectful partnership in
the edit suite.

KEN S. POLK
SOUND SUPERVISION & DESIGN/ RECORDING
MIXER

Ken Polk is a multi-award winning and Academy nominated Rerecording Mixer,
Sound Designer and Sound Supervisor in both the film and television mediums as
well as an award-winning Engineer and Producer.

A graduate from the UCLA School of Motion Picture-Television, he has been an
accomplished creator in the sound and music business for facilities such as Warner
Brothers, Skywalker Sound and Glen, Glenn/Todd-AQO. A veteran of many dozens
of films, his credits and work on both television series and mini-series,
documentaries, feature films and music projects have garnered numerous
nominations and awards that span many years. His extensive feature credits range
from “The Untouchables” to “Juno” from “Akeelah and the Bee” to “The Hills
Have Eyes.”

Ken immediately appreciated Dying to Know as an important film that
encapsulates much social history from the last fifty years. Likewise the film has
benefited greatly from his imagination, experience and professionalism.
Documentaries, by nature, face unique audio challenges and in Ken’s capable
hands, these challenges became opportunities to expand the reach of the film and

give audiences a more complete cinema experience.
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STEVE POSTELL
COMPOSER

Steve Postell is a singer/songwriter, composer and guitarist now living in Los
Angeles. Steve recently won two HOLLY WOOD MUSIC IN MEDIA awards for
best song in the Americana/Roots and The Blues categories.

His latest solo CD on Immergent Records features a host of illustrious guests
including David Crosby, John Oates, Robben Ford, Eric Johnson, and Jennifer
Warnes. Steve was the project coordinator for the Shout Factory release of the 20th
anniversary edition of the Jennifer Warnes/Leonard Cohen project “Famous Blue
Raincoat”.

Steve manages Katonah Recording Studios and The Renegade Music Group. This
past year he produced sessions for “On The Music Path”, a series of music lesson
apps for the iPad, featuring such artists as Jackson Browne, Eric Johnson, and
Richard Thompson, as well as releasing an Introduction To Guitar series of his own
lessons. He recorded and mixed Ravi Shankar’s final two performances, to be
released on DVD.

Steve is thrilled to have had the opportunity to create music for “Dying To Know”,
which posed the challenge of musically matching the moods and eras of the many
incarnations of Timothy Leary and Ram Dass, pioneers of the inner landscape as

well as cultural revolutionaries.
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DUSTIN LINDBLAD
GRAPHIC ARTIST/ ILLUSTRATOR

New York artist, Dustin Lindblad created many of the beautiful hand-

drawn illustrations found in Dying to Know. Her work evokes the Leary/Ram Dass
period graphically intersecting the worlds of Eastern and Western thought and
culture. Perfect for the subtext of the film, her mandalas and chapter headings



form important story functions contribute essentially to the feeling and message of
the film.

Dustin works as an art director, filmmaker, graphic designer and

illustrator, integrating a diverse background of traditional visual arts, architectural
design and animation. Her stated goal is, “to bring ideas to life through striking
visual representations” and to combine critical thinking with moving imagery
inspired by story and concept.



